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Nuclear Waste and Politics

The Snake River Alliance has long advocated that nuclear waste be stored as safely as possible as close to its
point of generation as possible. That shifts the focus from moving the problem out of sight to actually addressing any
potential safety problems in current storage. Furthermore, in the 1990s the Alliance helped lead a successful and very
popular campaign that culminated in the agreement to block the importation of commercial waste to Idaho and guaran
that no irradiated fuel remain in Idaho after 2035.

But the Idaho Republican Central Committee resolved this past summer that irradiated nuclear fuel is not a

Awasteodo but -braasstehde rmaanrerfiaasisbtetusef ul for research (whic
manufacturingd (a barely recognizable description of
threats).

An I daho contingent seemed to have taken up the ¢

on Americabs Nucl ear Fut ur eorsomeadthertplace in Idahiahtight bédNaagbod destia |
nation for intensely radioactive irradiated fuel. Their arguments contained the same dizzying and dangerous shift be-

t ween research and production made by I dahods | arges
ldahodés history with nuclear waste, were clearly tak
for those arguments. The BRC draft report explicitly asserts that reprocessing offers no advantages to meet the nucle:
waste challenge over the next sever al decades, at | e
The Alliance moved quickly to rehstsertothe thetca
waste dump. We first met with the Lieutenant Governo
o dial and productive. They shared a statement Mr. Otter had conveyed to a
group of eastern | Oudreatest comoenutodayt y |

given all the uncertainty at the national level, is that interim storage be-
comes permanent storage. 0 Our nucl
against any perceived nuclear waste invitation when serving on a BRC
panel the following month.

Whenever the talk turns to Asol
the focus is on thpolitical manifestations of that problem. And the solu-
tion comes down to moving highly radioactive irradiated fuel from com-
mercial reactor$ mostly in the East to large Department of Energy sites

T mostly in the West. Idaho already bears a heavy burden of imported nu-

Alliance staff, board and members on INL touclear waste above our drinking water. No more!

In League with the Future: Containing the Poison Fire
An Experiential Workshop with Joanna Macy
Boise, January 2622, 2012

In the face of great challenges, the Alliance recognizes the need for meaningful community work that can bring us togethe
to start building the world we want to live in. THE WORK THAT RECONNECTS builds fearlessness, solidarity and creativity in
facing the challenges of our time. This experiential group work draws on systems theory, deep ecology and spiritualaradition
includes concepts of deep time and nuclear guardianship. ~8

One of the alms of this work is to bund the long term V|g|Iance requwed to guard against unch B2 v

enrichment plant, as weII as to raise awareness about the need for guardianship of the nuclear contang
that already exists in Idaho. There will be a public presentation on Friday, January 20 at 7 pm at the Fi
gregational Church in Boise. The workshop with Joanna will take place on Saturday, January 21 and S|
January 22 at the Basque Center. You will not want to miss this unique chance to work with Joanna. B
Early bird registration is open until December 23, 201%nd registration closes January 9, 2012 &
Consider giving a registration as a gift to a loved one this holiday and join us in January. Redisteabn
www.snakeriveralliance.or@r call 208.344.9161. Some need based scholarships are available.
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From the Executive Director
Alki Fund Matching Grant Makes It A Great Time To Give

It has been almost a year since | became the executive director of the Snake River Alliance. | can honestly shy this
has been one of the most rewarding and challenging years of my career and | remain honored to be a part of this im
portant organization and inspired to continue malki nq
i 5% - % In 2012, we need the support of our community more than ever. The
Alki Fund has offered us a challenge grant. Any new gift to the Alli-
ance is matched in full and for any increased amount from a previops
gift since 2008, the difference will be matched. Now is an excellent
time to invest in I dahods ener]gy
further to support our efforts. For over 32 years the Alliance has saje
guarded Idaho from nuclear waste and contamination and we work|
daily to promote clean, safe and affordable energy for Idahoans. Thank
4 Yyou for your support and for being part of this important work.

From Left to Right: Beatrice, Liz, Ken, and Lisa

2011 Alliance Events at a Glance
™ }

Alliance members have been buhkis year at events from info
mati onal workshops to electri fj
nuclear watchdog and leading clean energy advocate requires a cot;

por

ti mel Herebdbs a review of t he mb e |

yeai® many of which you can look forward to again next year.
The Alliance kicked off 2011 by coordinating community wo
shops for the annual Idaho Energy Collaborawergy Lobby Dayn
the Idaho Capitol. Then cariide Work Reconnecta/orkshop in = - .
March, offering a taste of the experiential work that Joanna Macy WM‘kCtIVIStS durmg our BOISG Bike Rally
bring to Boise during a full workshop in January 2012. On March 11 the Fukushima disaster struck, and on the anni:
versary of Pr esi de n tfree wOrld spaectdiis Prague ¢he Allmnce hetauanlplight \sgil for
victims of the nuclear industry, including those near Fukushima, Japan, in front of the Statehouse. During thg vigil
some Alliance staff and members were in Washi Dgtjon |
Days.Then it was time for anember dinnerin Boise to celebrate our accomplishments. Summer events started
with anActivist Training workshop where expert trainers empowered activists to execute effective direct actio
campaigns. Next, clean energy advocates took over the lawn at Sbafigd Room for the Idaho Energy CoIIabj—

-

rative Living Energy Festival which brought members fate-face with local energy businesses and organizations.
Alliance members commemorated the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August in front of the Statehdquse
with acandlelight vigil and tea ceremony Then Ketchum members were giljven
future at aClean Energy Meet & Greet

By autumn, Alliance members were ready to kick off@wal vs Efficiencgampaign and coordinated with

millions of peopl e ar ound MovingPlanatayloftactionn Th8 All@dncearggnizesd i n |
the Boise Bike Rally which started at the Capitol and traveled past the PUQ
Boise City Hall, and I daho Power 0Js he
| earning more about I dahobds eweekgly pi
workshop series coveringigsct i vi st 6s Gui de to | daho

ture. Before the cold winter hit the desert, Alliance members took a tour of
part of theldaho National Laboratorysite, seeing first hand what radioactive
waste cleanup and maintenance looks like. Food brought members together
again adinnersin both Pocatello and Boise, giving folks the chance to hea
our presentation about | NLG6s wastle cl
with film showings ofinto Eternity in Boise and Ketchum, where members
Alliance Fall Dinner in Boise could sit back, relax, and ponder the eternal existence of nuclear waste.




